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PROPOSALS  for  railing  by  Subfcription  a  Fund  to 
be  diftributed  in  Praemiums  for  the  promoting  of 
LIBERAL  ARTS  and  SCIENCES,  MA¬ 
NUFACTURES,  &c. 

AS  Riches  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  Strength,  Arts  and  Sciences  may 
juftly  be  efteemed  the  Beauty  of  Nations.  Few  Kingdoms  have  ever  been 
iliuftrious  without  the  one,  or  formidable  without  the  other  j  nor  very  con- 
fiderable  without  both.  — -  Does  it  not  then  behove  every  Nation  to  cultivate  and 
promote  among  ft  the  Members  of  her  own  Community  what  is  fo  apparently 
and  eminently  conducive  to  her  Intereft  and  Glory?  Encouragement  is  much 
the  fame  to  Arts  and  Sciences  as  Manuring  is  to  the  Ground,  or  Watering  to  Vege¬ 
tables  :  They  always  advance  and  flourish  in  Proportion  to  the  Honours  they  acquire 
or  the  Rewards  they  obtain.— Were  not  the  Augujlan  and  fome  fucceeding  Ages  re¬ 
markable  for  the  Delicacy  of  their  Tafte,  and  the  Noblenefs  of  their  Productions? 
Have  they  not  recommended  and  endeared  themfelves  to  all  Pofterity  by  many  valu¬ 
able  Monuments  of  Genius  and  Induftry  ?  None  I  prefume  will  imagine  that  the 
Men  of  thofe  Times  were  endued  with  natural  Abilities  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  Man¬ 
kind.  But  their  Abilities,  originally  equal,  rofe  to  this  Superiority,  by  falling  into 
a  more  fertile  Soil,  and  exerting  themfelves  under  a  more  favourable  Influence, 
Had  the  fame  Advantages  been  enjoyed,  even  in  the  moft  fupine  and  barbarous  Pe¬ 
riods,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Genius  would  have  fhone,  and  Induftry  toil'd,  and  very 
probably  with  equal  Succefs. 

As  Profit  and  Honour  are  two  fharp  Spurs,  which  quicken  Invention,  and  animate 
Application,  it  is  humbly  propofed.  That  a  Scheme  be  fet  on  foot  for  giving  both 
thefe  Encouragements  to  the  liberal  Sciences,  to  the  polite  Arts,  and  to  every  ufeful 
ManufaCtury.  That  with  this  View  a  Fund  be  raifed  by  Subfcription  for  the  Diftri- 
bution  of  fome  acceptable  Praemium  or  honorary  Gratification  to  any  and  every  Work 
of  diftinguifhed  Ingenuity.  That  whoever  fhall  make  the  moft  confiderable  Pro- 
grefs  in  any  Branch  of  beneficial  Knowledge,  or  exhibit  the  moft:  compleat  Perfor¬ 
mance  in  any  Species  of  mechanick  Skill ;  whoever  fhall  contrive  the  beft  Expe¬ 
dient  or  execute  the  happieft  ProjeCt  for  the  Comfort,  the  Embellifhment,  the  In¬ 
tereft,  or  in  Time  of  Danger,  for  the  Defence  of  Great  Britain ,  may  receive  a 
Reward  fuitabie  to  the  Merit  of  his  Services.  Such  a  Scheme,  it  is  thought,  may 
eafily  be  eftablifh.d  and  as  eafily  fupported  by  a  few  generous  and  publick-fpirited 
Perfons,  and  it  is  hoped  may  prove  an  effectual  Means  to  embolden  Enterprize,  to 
enlarge  Science,  to  refine  Art,  to  improve  our  Manufactures,  and  extend  our  Com¬ 
merce  ;  in  a  Word,  to  render  Great  Britain  the  School  of  Inftruftion,  as  it  is  al¬ 
ready  the  Centre  of  Traffic k  to  the  whole  World. 

Northampton  June,  8.  1753- 
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